
palliative care, we would anticipate survival to be limited 
to several months to 6 months.

Treatment:
Motley's family decided to proceed with surgery. Dr. 
Young performed a left hemilaminectomy at L5-L6 
and surgical biopsy of the body of L5. Stabilization 
was achieved with SOP plating. The biopsy was sent 
to Virginia Tech, which confirmed the tumor type as 
a plasma cell tumor. Motley then received radiation 
therapy and oncology care through The Oncology 
Service for the best prognosis.

Outcome:
Less than 10 days following surgery, Motley's owners 
reported that Motley was comfortable and wagging his 
tail again!

Take Home Points:
Motley is now a happy, active dog and is enjoying his 
additional time with his family!

Presenting Complaint:
Motley presented to BVNS to see Dr. Young in February 
2018 due to lethargy and decreased motion of his tail. 
His owners had noticed that in previous weeks, Motley's 
outgoing energy and happy tail wag was diminishing.

Neurolocalization:
During Dr. Young's exam, he noticed a dropped tail 
with blunted to absent superficial sensation, blunted 
deep pain perception, and little tone. An MRI was 
recommended.

Diagnostics:
MRI of the tail and pelvis were performed, and findings 
were consistent with a mass lesion of L5 vertebral body.

Diagnosis:
This lesion was suspected to be a plasma cell tumor 
based on radiologist review.

With decompressive surgery and radiation therapy 
survival beyond two years would be expected. With 
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What you should expect from BVNS when you refer a case:
• Faxed Referral Letter (with call to confirm receipt).

• Desire to discuss any case, whether it is a referred case or a consultation.

• Dedication to provide superior service to you and your clients.

For more information on services offered, please visit us at www.bvns.net.
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